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anti-aircraft guns, the ball turret gunner was hit 
and severely wounded. 

Taking charge of the situation, Mr. Witter 
pulled the gunner, Victor Ray, out of his seat 
to examine the wound and administer first aid. 
Finding a severed artery, Mr. Witter knocked 
out Mr. Ray, closed off the artery with needle 
nose pliers and parachute cord and saved Mr. 
Ray’s life. All this took place while under con-
tinued attack from German anti-aircraft guns. 

Recommended at the time to receive the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, Mr. Witter went 
more than 60 years without seeing the results 
of his bravery that winter day high above Ger-
many. 

I am proud to present his Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross to his widow Evelyn Witter, who was 
his loving wife for many years. While Mr. 
Witter did not live to receive this great honor, 
his family will long remember his bravery and 
fortitude in battle and how he saved the life of 
gunner Victor Ray. 

Mr. Speaker, true American heroes like 
James Witter should be honored for their serv-
ice to our Nation and for their commitment and 
sacrifices in battle. Mr. Witter is truly one of 
America’s Greatest Generation. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO RYAN 
REGNELL 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor National Park Service Ranger Ryan 
Regnell for his heroic actions that helped save 
eight lives and to commend him for receiving 
the U.S. Department of the Interior Valor 
Award. 

On July 25, 2003, Ranger Ryan Regnell 
was on boat patrol in the Boulder Basin of 
Lake Mead when 50-mile-per-hour winds and 
four-to-six foot waves formed. He observed a 
boat in distress and went to their aid. When 
he arrived he found three adults, three chil-
dren and two infants in a vessel that was tak-
ing on water and in danger of sinking. Recog-
nizing the seriousness of the situation, Ranger 
Regnell attached a tow line to the boat and 
towed the troubled vessel to Lake Mead Ma-
rina. He then called for back-up from Nevada 
Division of Wildlife. En route to the marina, the 
tow line snapped twice due to the extreme 
marine conditions and the heavy load. Due to 
Ranger Regnell’s skill, courage and decisive 
action, the boat and all eight occupants were 
safely delivered to shore. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Ranger 
Ryan Regnell for his heroic actions, courage 
and professionalism. I further congratulate 
Ranger Regnell for receiving the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior Valor Award. I thank him 
for his distinguished service and wish him the 
best in all of his future endeavors. 
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Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride that I rise today to honor Amos 

Pacheco, a World War II veteran who recently 
celebrated his 80th birthday. 

Mr. Pacheco enlisted in the U.S. Army in 
August 1944. After basic training, he joined 
General George S. Patton’s Third Army as it 
raced into Germany. Serving in Company I, 
358th Infantry, 90th Division of the 3rd Army, 
Corporal Pacheco participated in some of the 
fiercest battles on the Western front. While the 
Germans were retreating, resistance was stiff. 
American soldiers were fighting an enemy that 
might have been beaten but wasn’t ready to 
surrender. 

In April 1945, as Allied forces were making 
the final push towards Berlin, Mr. Pacheco 
was wounded in action on the Rhine River. A 
grenade exploded and wounded him, which 
left shrapnel in his hip. After a period of con-
valescence, he returned to active duty and 
was stationed in Europe until 1946. 

Unfortunately, as each year passes, we 
have fewer World War II veterans among us. 
Men like Amos Pacheco witnessed and partici-
pated in the events that changed the world for 
the better. 

This Greatest Generation led our Nation into 
the American century. They lifted America out 
of the Great Depression and committed our 
Nation anew to our founding ideals of liberty. 
Brave Americans like Mr. Pacheco fought and 
defeated the Nazi and Japanese regimes, and 
in the process, secured freedom for millions 
here and abroad. But their work was not done. 

Even after winning World War II, the Great-
est Generation had another war to fight: the 
Cold War. An Iron Curtain descended across 
Europe, and President Truman articulated a 
policy of containment to make sure the sac-
rifices we had made during World War II were 
not in vain. 

Ultimately, freedom and liberty triumphed 
again, and it was thanks to people like Amos 
Pacheco, who had returned to San Antonio in 
1946 and started working at Kelly Air Force 
Base. There, thousands of civilian employees 
worked long hours to repair and equip the 
planes our Air Force used to safeguard our 
nation. 

I was honored to have attended the celebra-
tion of Mr. Pacheco’s 80th birthday, where his 
granddaughter, Chriselda, presented him with 
replicas of the medals he earned for his serv-
ice. 

Mr. Pacheco has been a father figure to 
Chriselda, whom he adopted when she was 
just five years old. Out of love and apprecia-
tion for her grandfather, she purchased and 
presented to him replicas of the medals that 
were lost over the years. Chriselda gave her 
grandfather a Purple Heart for the wounds he 
received and a Bronze Star, which had been 
awarded to all World War II veterans. It was 
touching to watch Chriselda and the entire 
family honor and show their love for Mr. 
Pacheco. It still humbles me to think they 
wanted me to be present. 

And to my great surprise and pleasure, Mr. 
Pacheco’s 80th birthday party was the second 
time our two families had crossed paths. After 
the presentation of the medals, Chriselda 
showed me a photo of her and my father, 
Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez. More than 20 years 
ago, Dad had attended a tree planting cere-
mony at Sarah S. King Elementary School 
where he met Chriselda, who was a student. 
Someone snapped a picture of Dad and 
Chriselda standing next to the tree, and 
Chriselda still had the photo. I know Dad 

would have been honored that she had kept 
this picture all these years. 

It was an honor to help celebrate this signal 
moment in Mr. Amos Pacheco’s life. He is one 
of San Antonio’s heroes, a beloved husband, 
father and grandfather. 
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HONORING THE CITY HONORS 
SCHOOL FOR RECOGNITION BY 
NEWSWEEK AS THE #4 SCHOOL 
IN THE NATION 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the City Honors Magnet School in 
Buffalo, New York, which has been recognized 
for its excellence in education, having been 
ranked the number four public school in the 
United States by Newsweek Magazine. 

City Honors is a Magnet school, part of the 
program started in 1975 to afford advanced 
educational opportunities to academically gift-
ed and talented high school students. Since 
then, the program has expanded to include 
grades five through eight and has distin-
guished itself as a premier academic institu-
tion. 

Newsweek has recognized that City Honors 
stands alone as the pre-eminent public institu-
tion in the region and the state. In addition, I 
would like to recognize and thank the teachers 
and administrators without whom the stimu-
lating academic environment found at City 
Honors would not be possible. 

Public education as exemplified by City 
Honors has created an environment that in-
stills a love for learning in every student. The 
value of public education for creating an in-
formed, enthusiastic and responsible citizenry 
cannot be overstated. Civic duty is an integral 
part of the American experience and City Hon-
ors has inculcated this virtue, encouraging stu-
dents such as my intern, Samuel Sanders, to 
dedicate time and effort to the important duty 
of public service. This recognition by News-
week reinforces that which I already knew, 
that Western New York has some of the best 
schools and students in the nation. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
stand here today to recognize the accomplish-
ment of the City Honors School of Buffalo. Its 
commitment to academic excellence in public 
education has improved, and continues to im-
prove, the life of every student enrolled, and 
the environment and education it provides pro-
motes the civic and intellectual values we as 
a society hold dear. 
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CELEBRATING THE GRAND 
OPENING OF CROWLEY CITY HALL 

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR. 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday, 
April 27th, the city of Crowley celebrated the 
grand opening of a newly renovated City Hall 
during a community open house event at-
tended by citizens, elected officials, civic and 
business leaders. Crowley City Hall is a totally 
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